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authority over the soldiers, and the commanding office:
Voronovsky and others were carrying on a secret agitatiotf
to demoralise their men and to persuade them to surrender
the regiment to the cossacks
On the arrival of the Serdobsky regiment Stockman, Ivan
and Mishka were transferred to the new regiment and werg
quartered in the same hut as three Serdobsky men. Stock-""
man anxiously noted the sullen spirit of his new companions
and, after one sharp conflict with them, he came to the
conclusion that a serious danger threatened the regiment.
Two Serdobsky men entered the hut one evening and,
without a word of greeting to Stockman or Ivan, remarked:
" We've had enough of fighting. They're seizing our
families' grain at home, and here we have to fight for we
don't know what."
" So you don't know what you're fighting for ?"
Stockman queried.
" No, we don't ' The cossacks are farmers just like us.
And we know why they rebelled. Oh, yes, we know! "
Stockman's customary restraint failed him for once.
" And do you know what language you are talking now, you
swine ? " he exclaimed. " White Guards' language ! "
" Not so much of your ' swine/ or we'll give you one !
Did you hear him, boys ? "
" Quieter, quieter, long beard ! We've seen the likes of
you before," a second intervened. " Do you think that
because you're a communist you can seize us by the throat ?
You look out or we'll plug you full of holes." He came
across to Stockman.
" You're talking like counter-revolutionaries. We shalf
try you as traitors to the Soviet regime," Stockman panted,
pushing the man off.
" You won't send all the regiment to the Tribunal," one
}f the Serdobsky men replied. ct The communists get sugar
md cigarettes, and we get nothing."
" That's a lie ! " Ivan Alexievich shouted, raising himself
)n the bed. " We get the same as you."
Without another word Stockman put on his greatcoat
ind went out. They made no attempt to stop him, but
eered as he went. He found the commissar of the regiment
n the staff headquarters. Calling him into another room,
ie informed him of his quarrel with the Serdobsky men, and